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There is a difference between the Gift of Tongues 

for the Congregation and tongues as a believer’s 

personal prayer language. 

There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. To one there is given through the 

Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means of the same 

Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to 

another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between 

spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the 

interpretation of tongues. All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and He gives 

them to each one, just as He determines. 1 Corinthians 12:4, 8–11

 

Step 1.  You must be born again. John 3:3 & Acts 2:38 

Step 2.  You must believe that it is for you. Acts 2:39 & Acts 2:17-18 

Step 3.  You must desire the gift of the Holy Spirit. John 7:37-39 

Step 4.  You must ask for it. Luke 11:13 

Step 5.  You must do the speaking. Acts 2:4 & Isaiah 28:11-12 

The Holy Spirit will not talk through your mouth. You will do the speaking. You will sense 

the Holy Spirit giving you the utterance, but you have to take a step of faith and speak 

forth what the Holy Spirit gives you in tongues. It may sound strange to you, but allow 

that supernatural language to flow out of you. 

You have to remember that you cannot speak two languages at one time. Begin to 

worship God out of your heart in your own language, and then stop speaking your native 

language and begin speaking in tongues. Pray in your prayer language every day. 

The Gift of Tongues to the congregation is one of the manifestations of the Holy Spirit 

that is given to believers as the Spirit determines. It is when the Holy Spirit gives a 

believer a message in tongues to the body of believers, and it is always accompanied by 

the Gift of Interpretation of Tongues. The same person or another person will 

understand what the Holy Spirit is saying and will speak the interpretation. It is not a 

direct translation, but an interpretation. It should always strengthen, encourage, and 

comfort believers. Every believer can have their own personal prayer language in which 

they can speak in tongues. (See 1 Corinthians 14.) 

 

Characteristics of 

Tongues to the Congregation 

• Spoken to man 

• For the Body of Christ 

• The message is to be understood 

• It edifies the Church 

• Interpretation is needed 

• It’s a sign to unbelievers 

Characteristics of 

Tongues Prayer Language 

• Spoken to God 

• Intimacy with God 

• Speaks mysteries 

• Edifies the speaker 

• There is no interpretation 

• For believers 
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